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Introducing environmental assessment systems in ac-

cordance with the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on 

SEA in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 

Background 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) are efficient tools for developing environmentally 

sound planning and implementation of projects, e.g. for a green econ-

omy. They support government decisions by integrating environmental 

concerns into the development of investment projects, plans and pro-

grams. Tajikistan and Uzbekistan expressed their interest in initiating 

comprehensive legislative reforms in view to aligning it with the provi-

sions of the UNECE Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA. 

Project details 
The overall project objective was to provide legislative advice to the tar-

get countries on the implementation of the UNECE Espoo Convention 

and its Protocol on SEA. In this regard, the main activity was legislative 

assistance to support Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in preparing draft 

amendments to the primary and secondary legislation. In addition, 

UNECE organized two legal working group meetings per country to sup-

port the legal drafting process. Two participatory meetings and consul-

tations were conducted in both countries, where governmental and in-

tergovernmental organizations discussed draft amendments to laws and 

regulations with the public. The benefits of SEA and EIA in a transbound-

ary context attracted attention and interest of environmental and tech-

nical authorities and the public. The target group of the project were 

high- and mid-level officials as well as key decision-makers from the par-

liaments, and environmental, health and sectoral authorities of Tajiki-

stan and Uzbekistan. 

German Environment Agency 

Updated: March 2023

Project countries: Tajikistan, Uzbeki-

stan 

Duration: 07/2019 – 02/2021 

Beneficiaries: Committee of Environ-

ment Protection (Tajikistan), State 

Committee on Ecology and Environ-

mental Protection (Uzbekistan) 

Implementing organisation: United 

Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) 

Project number: 127344 

Thematic management:  

German Environment Agency (UBA) 

Claudia Aleithe 

Tel.: +49-340-2103-2085 

claudia.aleithe@uba.de 

Project coordination: 

AAP Project service unit 

Dr. Barbara Beckert 

Tel.: +49-340-2103-2359 

barbara.beckert@uba.de  

Charvak Lake, one of the largest 

reservoirs in Uzbekistan 

Source: istockphoto/auleit  

Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) 

for environmental protection in the 

countries of Central and Eastern  

Europe, the Caucasus and Central  

Asia and other countries neighbouring 

the European Union – a programme of 

the Federal Ministry for Environment, 

Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety 

and Consumer Protection 

AAP Project service unit: 

AAP-info@uba.de   

www.uba.de/en/project-database-

advisory-assistance-programme 

www.uba.de/en/advisory-assistance-

programme  

mailto:claudia.aleithe@uba.de
mailto:barbara.beckert@uba.de
mailto:AAP-info@uba.de
http://www.uba.de/en/project-database-advisory-assistance-programme
http://www.uba.de/en/project-database-advisory-assistance-programme
http://www.uba.de/en/advisory-assistance-programme
http://www.uba.de/en/advisory-assistance-programme

