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Background  
Young professionals in the nature conservation sector in the countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia are partly 
faced with insufficient methodological and technical training opportu-
nities. As a result, these countries cannot always adequately reach their 
goals in protecting biological diversity and in implementing multilater-
ally agreed measures in nature conservation. 
 
Project details 
The aim of the programme is to develop technical skills and manage-
ment capacities in the nature conservation sector of the target coun-
tries. For this purpose, young professionals from the above-mentioned 
countries, employed in institutions with relevance for the protection 
and sustainable use of natural resources, will receive extra-occupa-
tional training. The programme consists of four 12-day course pro-
grammes online or at the International Academy of Nature Conserva-
tion on the Island of Vilm, Germany. In connection with these course 
modules, and with the help of mentors, the participants also develop 
practical so-called transfer projects in their countries. Excursions to 
German-based institutions with relevance for nature conservation and 
sustainable use of natural resources and the recruitment of recognised 
experts for trainings and as mentors shall contribute to establish long-
term contacts and networks to and between internationally based deci-
sion-makers and German institutions. Former fellows of the programme 
now hold responsible positions in sectors with relevance for nature 
conservation in their home countries and are actively using the KTF-
network. 
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Region: Central and Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus and Central Asia 
Duration: 2012 (KTF1) – 2022 (KFT5) 
Beneficiaries: Young professionals 
with leadership potential in state and 
non-governmental institutions with 
relevance for the protection and sus-
tainable use of natural resources and 
their institutions in the target regions 
Implementing organisations: Interna-
tional Academy for Nature Conserva-
tion on the Island of Vilm, Federal 
Agency for Nature Conservation  
Project numbers: FKZ 380 01 263, 
27447, 28331, 52035, 52034, 
83204, 129743 
 
Thematic management:  
Federal Agency for Nature Conserva-
tion (BfN), Andrea Strauss 
Tel.: +49-38301-86-147 
Andrea.Strauss@BfN.de  
 
Project coordination: 
AAP Project service unit 
Dr. Sonja Otto 
Tel.: +49-340-2103-2210 
sonja.otto@uba.de  

Joint learning and exchange of 
knowledge. 

Source: BfN/A. Strauss 

Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) 
for environmental protection in the 
countries of Central and Eastern  
Europe, the Caucasus and Central  
Asia and other countries neighbouring 
the European Union – a programme of 
the Federal Ministry for Environment, 
Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety 
and Consumer Protection 
 
AAP Project service unit:  
AAP-info@uba.de   
 
www.uba.de/en/project-database-advi-
sory-assistance-programme  
www.uba.de/en/advisory-assistance-
programme  
 
Project website: http://bit.ly/BfN_KTF  
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