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Dilijan National Park
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Background

Armenia is located in the Caucasus ecoregion, which is one of 25
"Global Biodiversity Hotspots" according to the criteria of Conservation
International. Biodiversity is characterized by a high degree of ende-
mism. Almost all important natural ecosystems of the Caucasus are rep-
resented here. Dilijan National Park is known for its forest landscapes,
mineral springs and natural and cultural monuments. Although the re-
gion has an overwhelming wealth of species, it is extremely endangered,
especially in terms of the climate change risks and anthropogenic
threats such as intensive exploitation of natural resources or environ-
mental pollution.

Project details

To address the challenges and foster sustainable development of the re-
gion, the Armenian government decided to promote the UNESCO con-
cept of "Man and Biosphere" (MaB) in Armenia and to initiate the estab-
lishment of the country's first biosphere reserve (BR). For this purpose,
with the support of German partners, capacities in the Dilijan region will
be developed. This includes strengthening partners and stakeholders on
specific issues, such as BR administration, sustainable land use and co-
operation mechanisms. National and local stakeholders will be closely
involved in the development of a participatory plan to establish the BR.
As a result, the Dilijan region will become an opportunity to be recog-
nized as the first model region under the UNESCO MaB initiative in Ar-
menia. This will promote conservation of biodiversity in balance with the
sustainable use of natural resources, test climate protection and adapta-
tion strategies, thereby enhancing the resilience of the climate-vulnera-
ble region.
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