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Foreword

It is with great pleasure that I write this foreword for the volume of the International
Yearbook of Soil Law and Policy that includes as the theme the presentations held at
the workshop “Implementing LDN in Africa: Means, legal instruments and institu-
tional challenges?”. This workshop was co-organised in cooperation between the
German Environment Agency (UBA), the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung—Climate
Policy and Energy Security Program for Sub-Saharan Africa, the GIZ and the
University of Nairobi and held at Windsor Hotel, Nairobi, in August 2018.

The objective of the workshop was to enable an effective implementation of
policies on land degradation and soil protection, in particular in Africa. It was the
second conference of its kind, the first one being held in September 2017 in
Kampala, Uganda. To this end, the organisers not only managed to assess how an
enabling environment for the implementation of sustainable land use practices could
be established, with respect to legislation, as well as institutional and organisational
necessities, but they also investigated how international cooperation could support
the creation of such an enabling environment.

One of the outcomes from the workshop was that African governments must
handle the challenge of adapting and coping with the consequences of climate
change on soils, biodiversity and ability to sustainably manage our land and natural
resources. The law plays an important role in this regard.

Africa requires sufficient technical, technological, financial and human resources to
face the soil challenge in a coordinated, synergistic manner involving all stakeholders.
The Pan-African Parliament (PAP) could play a key role in this endeavour. As set out
in Article 17 of the African Union Constitutive Act, the PAP has “to ensure the full
participation of African peoples in the development and economic integration of the
continent”. The Parliament can thus serve as a platform for the people from all African
states to be involved in the discussion and decision-making towards more soil
protection, and the harmonisation and coordination of Member States’ laws.

Pan-African Parliament, Johannesburg,
South Africa

Janet Oongera
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Preface

The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has published two reports in the
past 2 years that highlight the enormous challenges for land and soil protection and
submit recommendation for future actions. The special report of 2018 stated that
scientific evidence shows that temperature increase has to be held by 1.5 degrees
above pre-industrial levels. Otherwise, humanity will face the risk of disastrous
effects caused by tipping points of the climate system. Moreover, the report stressed
the need for immediate and far-reaching emission’s reduction (80–95% worldwide
by 2050). In addition, the IPCC clearly stated that appropriate measures to achieve
the so-called negative emissions are inevitably necessary as the 1.5-degree objective
could not be met by emission’s reductions alone. The IPCC called for sustainable
agriculture and forestry as one important means to achieve these “negative
emissions”.

Another IPCC report, published in August 2019, focused on “climate change and
land”. Herein the IPCC stresses that food production is a relevant source of CO2

emissions and that land use, climate change and food security are closely interlinked
and interdependent. The IPCC strongly advocates for sustainable land use, for
substantive reductions of food waste and for more sustainable consumption patterns,
as well as for sustainable agriculture and forestry. Otherwise, the challenge both to
ensure food security for all human beings on the earth and to cope with climate
change requirements will fail—causing effects one hardly dares to envisage.

What does that mean for soils and for soil governance? What does that mean for
the “International Yearbook of Soil Law and Policy”? In essence, the two afore-
mentioned IPCC reports underline the importance of soils as the “melting pot of all
ecological functions”—not neglecting a similar importance of the world’s oceans. If
humanity could find the ways and means to use soils sustainably—throughout the
continents and on a permanent scheme—it would contribute significantly to ensuring
food security and combatting climate change and preventing major climate-induced
migration streams and political conflicts.

vii



“Soil Law and Policy” is—understood broadly—a means to establish sustainable
soil management. “Law and Policy” not only needs to encompass legal provisions,
statutes and ordinances but also equally needs to address scientific issues, enabling
institutional arrangements as well as sufficient financial resources. Moreover, “Law
and Policy” has to ensure the involvement of all relevant stakes and stakeholders.

As sustainable soil management is critically important for humanity’s needs and
survival, the International Yearbook of Soil Law and Policy is deemed to play a
crucial role by providing a platform for discourse on the best practices, strategies and
legal concepts ensuring increased sustainable soil management—for academics,
legislators and policymakers.

This fourth volume attempts to cope with these high expectations. The “theme” of
the volume is coined to address how an “enabling environment for effective imple-
mentation of soil governance in Africa” can be achieved more effectively. This
volume consists of about 19 chapters, which can inter alia be considered as an
outcome of a two-day workshop held in Nairobi, Kenya, in August 2018. This
workshop was successfully co-organised by the German Environment Agency, the
Konrad-Adenauer Foundation and the University of Nairobi. Both the workshop and
the chapters on this “theme” in Part I are intended to contribute to a more focused
debate in Africa on the interplay of soils as a natural resource, food security and
climate change.

Part II—“Recent International Developments”—entails a discussion on the future
of international soil governance. Bodle et al. provide an overview of the current legal
frameworks at international level and present the recommendations to develop this
further. Fowler and Hannam’s chapter entails meaningful comments on these rec-
ommendations. The chapter by Rodriguez elucidates, in particular, the role of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in the aforementioned context.

Part III—“Regional and National Reports” —provides insights on the soil pro-
tection governance in Mexico (Gonzales), California (Desai), Brazil (Silveira et al),
Germany (Ginzky) and the European Union (on Common Agriculture Policy—
Raffelsiefen).

In Part IV—“Cross-cutting Issues”, numerous topics are addressed. First, the
perception of soils within the Catholic Church is explained (Voigt). Another chapter
by Bartke et al. addresses the challenges of the urban and rural linkages with regard
to sustainable soil management and works out the ways and means of how to solve
them. Finally, the chapter by Hannam addresses the aspects of a legislative and
policy framework to manage soil carbon sequestration.

In conclusion, we as the editors hope that by including a variety of perspectives
ranging from international to regional to national level, the diversity of topics such as
Christian soil perspectives or the land--urban linkages and the involvement of
authors from all regions of this planet, the volume of International Yearbook of
Soil Law and Policy will contribute in addressing the challenges expressed by
the IPCC.

viii Preface



Finally, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to all authors of this
volume for their engagement, commitment and contributions, to the members of the
advisory board for providing their continued insight during the review process, and
last but definitely not the least, to the publishing house SPRINGER, in particular
Anke Seyfried, for the ongoing operational support and their technical assistance.

Dessau, Germany Harald Ginzky
Exeter, UK Elizabeth Dooley
Kleinmachnow, Germany Irene L. Heuser
Kampala, Uganda Emmanuel Kasimbazi
Nairobi, Kenya Robert Kibugi
Leipzig, Germany Till Markus
Wuhan, China Tianbao Qin
Stellenbosch, South Africa Oliver Ruppel
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